











Natural sites listed as remarkable

18 natural sites are registered as remarkable for
their aesthetic, historical or scientific interest. Their
development is under regulation of the Ministry
of Environment, within the frame of the European
Landscape Convention. 6 of them are listed with a
protection order.

Concerning the cultural heritage, 5 buildings of the
applying territory are listed as Historical Monuments
with a full protection order on them from the Ministry
of Culture. 17 are registered Historical Monuments,
depending on a softer regulation.

D4- Existing facilities
(museums, sites open to the public,
marked trails, etc...)

Interpretation centres

The Regional Nature Park owns and manages
2 interpretation centres (Maisons thématiques).

The Fauna and Flora House (Enclosure E p.30):
the main interpretation centre of the Park is located
in the village Ecole, at the entrance to the Valley of
Bellevaux and at the foot of the highest summits
(Hautes Bauges). It provides information on the
theme of natural heritage, with an exhibition room, a
thematic garden for temporary exhibitions, a theatre
and a shop. The exhibition room is a place of active
discovery, with about 60 interactive activities and
several scale-models of the territory. The scenes
were designed with children in mind. The exhibition
has been renewed in 2009-2010 for improving its
accessibility for disabled public and for enlarging
the place dedicated to the geological heritage. It
will include before the end of the year a multimedia
presentation of the geological history and the most
symbolic geological features of the Bauges massif,
a model of a karst portion, interactive activities on
the erosion processes, the fossilization processes,
and the ice holes.

The Heritage House - Chartreuse d’Aillons
(Enclosure E p.43) is situated in the central building
of what used to be an abbey. It is in the commune
of Aillon-le-Jeune, one of the 4 ski resorts. Here,
visitors learn about the rural and cultural heritage
along several themed rooms; there is also
documentation and a shop. The visit can be more
complete thanks to audio guides. Guided visits are
also regularly proposed (certified heritage guides).

Both centres have an activity programme during
summer and winter seasons with nature outings,
creative and learning workshops and talks/
presentations.

ThePark House atLe Chéatelard isthe administrative
and technical centre of the Park. It houses an
information point and a shop.

Geotrails

3 geotrails currently illustrate and enhance the
geological heritage on the territory.

e The Geotrail “"Karst and ice holes” - Sentier
des tannes et glaciéres- is a historical trail, since it
has been created at the very beginning of the Nature
Park existence, in 1997. Its complete itinerary on the
exokarst of Margeriaz Mountain enhances various
features of the limestone geology with a special
focus on karstic process (large sampling of forms).
The links between geology and human activities
are also pointed out: limited agricultural activity
due to the lack of water, difficult development of
the ski resort because of the many deep holes on
the slopes, ice exploitation using the natural caves
- “ice holes”.

According to the “low-impactinterpretation policy” of
the RNP (see part C3) no interpretation panel shades
the beauty of the area; everything is explained in a
booklet that can be bought in the visitor centres at
a very low price - 2,30 € (EnclosureB).

Figure 37: Family walking in

- an exokarst form along the “Karst
< and ice holes” Geotrail: the number
. stuck on the rock refers to a chapter
of the associated booklet.

e The newest Geotrail Taillefer (2010) runs just
above Lake Annecy along the perched syncline
Entrevernes. Its interpretation mean of course
follows the low-impact principle. It also explores the
potentiality of new supports: avirtual discovery of the
trail is available on-line, with written explanations,
photos and short films accessible by clicking on the
different points of interest (implemented with the
support of scientists from Edytem, see part C2).

(http://edytem.univ-savoie.fr/membres/cayla/
entrevernes/Sentierdutaillefer.html).
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* The Geotrail "Chaos du Chéran" runs along the
lower part of the main river Chéran, from Cusy to
the famous bridge Abime. Small panels mark the
trail to answer the questions raised by the stunning
morphology: chaos of blocks, narrow gorges, and
an evident unconformity (urgonian limestone lying
over molasses). It also enhances the local gold (not
autochtonous) and the long history linked to it:
Pliny-the-Elder (23-79 AC), the roman author and
naturalist, already mentioned it in its encyclopaedia
Historiae Naturalis. The panels are completed by a
leaflet (RandoParc, co-edited by the RNP and the
local gathering of communities).

Interpretation trails

Apart from the specific geotrails mentioned above,
many marked trails offer some kind of interpretation
of the natural and cultural heritage. The first 3 are
supported by RNP.

. Vineyard trail - Chemin des Vignes, Cruet-
Fréterives: this trail presents the richness of the
wine heritage along 4 villages (see D1). It links
3 interpretation trails on this theme in Cruet,
Fréterives and St Jean de la Porte, where it is a
“Promenade Savoyarde de Découverte” (supported
by the Departmental Council, see D1-Tourism +
LEADER programme). One of the points of interest
gives clear details on the links between geology and
wine, showing on a model how the gaps within the
calcareous screes help warming up the vineyard
roots, while the suitable slope angle enables the sun
to reach perpendicularly the grapes.

. Bellevaux trail - Sentier de Bellevaux, Ecole:
interactive activities present the flora, fauna and
history (links with the geology ex. how do the trees
adapt their root system to grow on rock with little
soil) + booklet.

. St Michel trail - Sentier du Mt St Michel,
Curienne: the dry grassland and its specific flora/
fauna, interpretation panels + booklet.

. Lake la Thuile - Sentier du lac de la Thuile,
La Thuile: interpretation panels about the lake, its
geological origin and its environment (geosite n°31).

. Discovery trail - Sentier de découverte, La Féclaz.
. Scenic view trail - Sentier des crétes, Seythenex.
. Orchids trail - Sentier des orchidées, Aillons.

. Reedy marsh trail - Sentier des roseliéres,
St Jorioz.

. If I was a tree - Si j'étais un arbre, Leschaux,
small panels + booklet.

. Botanical trail - Sentier botanique, Belvédeére
du Revard, presently being renewed, Sentier des
marcassins, St Jean d’Arvey.

View-points, look-outs

Among all the stunning natural viewpoints offering a
look-out on the Bauges massif and its surroundings,
many scenic points have interpretation and
orientation tables for visitors: Croix du Nivolet
(1550m), Revard (1500m), Rossanaz (1900m),
Sambuy (2200m), Semnoz, Belle Etoile, Roche
du Guet (2, 1200m), Thoiry (600m), Montmélian
(300m), ...

Figure38: Visitors looking at the
interpretation table “Roche du
Guet” and detail of the table

Sites and museums

The RNP leads a network of 10 museums and 20
sites open to the public (owned and managed either
privately or by associations or local authorities,
interpretation and/or guided visits, workshops...). In
the ones that can count visitors, the total number
reaches 225.000/year.

. Museum of Savoyard costumes and tradition -
Ecomusée du lac d’Annecy, Sévrier (information,
film and visit in English),
www.ecomusee-savoie.com

. Museum of archaeology - Musée archéologique
de Viuz-Faverges, Faverges, www.viuz.sav.org

. Museum of bels - Musée de la cloche, Sévrier,
www.paccard.com/musee

. Museum of edge-tool making -

Musée de la Taillanderie, Marthod

. Museum of local history -

Musée historique de Montmélian, Montmélian

. Museum of butterflies and insects -
Musée des papillons et des insectes, Faverges,
http://www.museum-faverges.com

. Castle-museum of Annecy - Musée du Chateau,
Annecy

. Museum of nature - Musée de la nature, Gruffy,
http://www.musee-nature.com

. Museum of vineyard and wine — Musée de la
vigne et du vin, Montmélian (Enclosure E, p.59)



. Museum of Savoy children - Musée des piteous
Savoyards, Pugny-Chatenod

. Cave and waterfall Seythenex - Cascade et
grotte de Seythenex, Seythenex (Geosite n°16)

. Ice pots Thoiry - Glaciéres de Thoiry, Thoiry

. Macrophyte-based waste water treatment plant
Curienne - Station d’épuration a lit macrophyte
de Curienne, Curienne

. Water mill Morand - Moulin Morand, Arith

. Water sawmill - Scierie a grand cadre,
Bellecombe

. Mill Mlres - Moulin de Mires, Mlres

. Milk Cooperative Lescheraines — Coopérative
laitiere de Lescheraines, Lescheraines

. Milk Cooperative Val dAillon -
Fromagerie du Val d’Aillon, Aillon-le-Jeune

. Milk Cooperative 3 Massifs -
Fruitiere des 3 massifs, Gruffy

. Abbey Tamié - Abbaye de Tamié, Plancherine

. Castle Miolans - Chateau de Miolans,
St Pierre d'Albigny

. Roman church Cléry -
Eglise romane de Cléry, Cléry

. Church St Pierre aux liens -
Eglise de StPierre aux Liens, Grésy/Isére

. Cellar Augustins -
Caveau des Augustins, St Pierre d’Albigny

. Fort Montmélian -
Citadelle de Montmélian, Montmélian

. Towers Chignin - Tours de Chignin, Chignin
. Castle Caron - Chateau du Caron, Francin
. Fort Batterie - Fort de la Batterie, Marthod
. Fort Tamié - Fort de Tamié, Mercury

A lot more museums and sites are open to the public
in the 6 gate-way towns surrounding the Bauges RNP.
The Galerie Eureka in Chambéry has a permanent
geological exhibition and offers geological outings.

Sports facilities and recreation services

The area offers a wide range of sport activities,
especially outdoor activities. Apart from classical
swimming pools, tennis courses, fitness centres and
horse riding schools, there are paragliding schools,
ski and cross-country ski schools in winter (4 ski
resorts, see D1-Tourism), associations and certified
guides for hiking, biking, climbing, canyoning,
caving, canoeing, sailing.

Many type of recreational leisure also await visitors:
beaches (lake Annecy + 2 leisure lakes), 2 summer
slides (« luge d'été »), 2 forest adventure parks...

Communication

Allinformation about possible activities and events is
available in one of the 8 tourist information centres
of the area (+ 1 in each of the 6 gate-way towns), on
their websites and on the website of the RNP.
General information about the Regional Nature Park
is also available on the information panels set up at
the most visited sites and in many villages.

As it is a permanent task to give all panels a unified
Park-identity, the EGN logo will be added on each of
them as soon as we join the Network (information
and interpretation panels, orientating tables...).

D5- Future facilities planned

Water and Karst Interpretation centre
Maison de I'Eau et du Karst

The stunning place
around the bridge Pont
de I'Abime (geosite
n°27), right above the
narrow and deep gorges
of the river Chéran will
be enhanced with a
scenic view point and
a building will house
the third interpretation
centre of the RNP on
the theme water and karst. It is planned to be the
core of the Bauges Geoprark (Fig 39). 291 000 €
have already been invested for the first preparatory
works on the site and for the first architecture
studies (2007-2010, shared by the municipality
Cusy, the inter-municipalities Albanais and the RNP).
The municipality Gruffy will also take part to this
major project (1-2 million €, incl. approx. 250.000€
scenography).

- =

Figure 39: First architectural study for
the future Water and Karst Interpre-
tation Centre, (computer generated

image, www.si-cheran.com )

Interpretation trail Creusates
(2011, Natura 2000)

The new interpretation trail around the peat-bog
Creusates (Geosite n°30) will fulfil 2 main objectives
of the Natura 2000 programme (part B6): To prevent
the public from walking on the peat bog by creating
pathways around it and To raise awareness of the
fragile balance of a peat bog.

Interpretation trail "Nant des Granges",
Le Chatelard (2012 - ONF-LEADER)

The trail is developed by the National Forest Office
(ONF) with the support of the LEADER programme
(project has been validated by the LEADER
programming committee - 2010/03, projected
budget 80 K€). It will enhance the protection works
achieved by ONF from 1932 to 2009 on the major
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mudflow Garins (Geosite n°48), presenting in details
the landslide event, its geological origin and how it
has been secured.

Interpretation trail "Chaos du Chéran"(2011)

The existing geotrail will be developed with some
more interpretation panels with more focus on
the geological features. It will be combined with
a project lead by the fishermen’s association
(Association Agréée de Péche et de Protection des
Milieux Aquatiques) and supported by the LEADER
programme (validated by the LEADER programming
committee - June 2010). The interpretation on
the field will be completed by guided visits and
workshops.

Interpretation trail Cheran's Islands (2012)

The RNP is applying for the label “Promenade
Savoyarde de Découverte” (part D1-Tourism) for
the development of an interpretation trail along the
river Chéran, from Lescheraines to the waterfall
Pissieu (Geosite n°25). It will enhance many points
of geological interest and thus become a major
geosite.

Geovision in the cave Prerouge
(2011-12, University of Savoie)

The video films showing the extreme events - floods
- shot in the cave Prerouge for scientific purposes
(see Part C2-Scientific activities) will be displayed in
the Interpretation Centres of RNP.

Rural Excellence Pole

The RNP runs a project corresponding to the French
public policy for the development of rural spaces
(Pole d’Excellence Rural). A part of this project is
to develop (geo)scientific events and workshops for
groups in and around a vacation centre (thematic
outings).

Astronomical observatory /
(2011, Cephee73- LEADER)

An astronomical observatory will be built in St
Frangois de Salles thanks to the local astronomy
club in Chambéry (Céphée73) with the support of
the programme LEADER (validated by the LEADER
programming committee - Nov 2010 - 50KE€).
The small epoxy dome will house a fix motorised
telescope as well as some other mobile telescopes
and pedagogical tools in order to let the general
public, school classes or passionate astronomers
observe the stars. The development of scientific and
educational activities is planned and will broaden
the panel of geoactivities offered in the aspiring
Geopark. Some programmes will be combined with
geological guided tours as it was already the case
during the summer season 2010 (“Walking around
the Earth”, Appendix 4 -Calendar of geoactivities)

Travelling planetarium (2011, CalcEre)

In the Bauges massif, many beautiful caves from
the karstic network are accessible only to cavers.
In order to let discover this magic beauty to the
general public, CalcEre has adapted an inflatable
dome, originally designed for presenting the starry
vault, for projecting images or videos of geological
objects and specifically caves. Once inside the
dome, the spectator is surrounded by the image of
the cave and fells exactly as if he were in the middle
of it. The dome can seat up to 30 persons, which
is perfectly adapted for classes and pedagogical
activities. It is easily removable from one place to
another, doesn’t necessitate any hard structure
(no building, no digging) and is therefore a suitable
alternative in terms of conservation/preservation
of the geological heritage. Different “virtual visits”
are now being developed depending on the existing
media: standard photos, fish-eye photos or videos...
Many geoactivities are planned inside this tool.

Label “Vignoble et découverte”
(Vineyards and discovery, 2011)

Wine producers and tourism stakeholders (hotels,
restaurants, campsites, museums, tourism offices...)
of Combe de Savoie, between Chambéry and
Albertville, plan to be labelled in 2011 by Ministries
of Agriculture and Tourism “Vignoble et découverte”.
This new label will allow the development of a type
of tourism linking landscape, geology and discovery
of wine.

Future events
The next major events to come are:
» National Meeting of the French Alpin Club speleologists

in Lescheraines, June, 2-5% 2011 (French Alpin Club
Chambéry, speleological section)

e International Symposium on Geosites Management,
September, 5-10% 2011 (Edytem, University of Savoie),
in both Bauges and Chablais aspiring Geoparks.
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